A method comprising: 

storing an advertisement for playback with 

3 content; and / 

4 automatically replacing said stored 

5 advertisement. / 

1 2 . The method ofl claim 1 wherein storing an 

2 advertisement for plaw^ack with content includes storing an 

3 advertisement in a separate memory location from said 

4 content . / 

1 3 . The method of claim 2 including providing a 

2 marker in said content to indicate where the advertisement 

3 should be inserted. 

1 4 . The raethod of claim 3 including providing a 

2 pointer with said marker to locate the advertisement in 

3 memory. / 

1 5. Ttte method of claim 4 including playing back 

2 stored conuent, identifying said marker and accessing the 

3 advertisement using said pointer. 

1 6. /The method of claim 1 wherein storing an 

2 advertisement includes determining whether an advertisement 

3 to be s/ored was previously stored. 
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1 7. The method of claim 6 including maintaining a 

2 list of stored advertisements and comparing information 

3 about a new advertisement to information about 

4 advertisements listed on said advertisements list 

1 8 . The method of claim 7 including only storing an 

2 advertisement if it was not previously stored. 



n 
U 



1 9. The method of claiyf 1 wherein replacing said 

2 stored advertisement includes updating said stored 

3 advertisement. 



1 10. The method of fclaim 9 including obtaining 

2 information about when Lo update stored advertisements and 

3 automatically updating^ said stored advertisements in 

4 accordance with said /information. 

1 11. The methora of claim 9 including periodically, 

2 automatically updoing said stored advertisements. 



1 12 . An artAcle comprising a medium storing 

2 instructions that enable a processor-based system to: 

3 storye an advertisement for playback with content; 

4 and 

5 au/omatically replace said stored advertisement. 



12 



1 13. The article of claim 12 further storing 

2 instructions that enable the procesior-based system to 

3 store an advertisement and content/ in separate memory 

4 locations. 

1 14. The article of clairaf 13 further storing 

2 instructions that enable said processor-based system to 

3 provide a marker in said content to indicate where the 

4 advertisement should be inserted . 

1 15. The article qf£ claim 14 further storing 

2 instructions that enable said processor-based system to 

3 provide a pointer witfh said marker to locate the 

4 advertisement in memory. 



1 16. The article of claim 15 further storing 

2 instructions th^t enable the processor-based system to 

3 playback storejfl content, identify said marker, and access 

4 the advertisement using said pointer. 



1 17. T/ie article of claim 12 further storing 

2 instructio/is that enable the processor-based system to 

3 determine/ whet her an advertisement to be stored was 

4 previously stored. 
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1 18. The article of claim 17 furth/er storing 

2 instructions that enable the processor/- based system to 

3 maintain a list of stored advertisements and compare 

4 information about a new advertisement to information about 

5 advertisements listed on said advertisements list. 

1 19. The article of claim/ 18 further storing 

2 instructions that enable the/processor-based system to only 

3 store an advertisement if Lc was not previously stored. 

1 20. The article oy claim 12 further storing 

2 instructions that enable the processor-based system to 

3 automatically update /aid stored advertisement. 

1 21. The arti/le of claim 20 further storing 

2 instructions thay enable the processor-based system to 

3 obtain information about when to update stored 

4 advertisements /and automatically update said stored 

5 advertisement/ in accordance with said information. 

1 22. The article of claim 20 further storing 

2 instructions that enable said processor-based system to 

3 periodically, automatically update said stored 

4 advertisement. 
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1 23. A system comprisii 

2 a processor-based/ device ; 

3 a first random aqcess storage, coupled to said 

4 processor-based device, to /store content; 

5 a second random Access storage, coupled to said 

6 processor-based device, to/ store an advertisement for 

7 playback with content; anc 

8 a third random access storage, coupled to said 

9 processor-based device, no store instructions to enable 

10 said device to automatically replace said stored 

1 1 advert i sement . 



1 24. The system of/ claim 23 wherein said system is a 

2 set-top box. 

1 25. The system 6f claim 23 wherein said first, second 

2 and third storages ade part of the same memory. 

1 26. The system/ of claim 23 wherein said third storage 

2 further stores instructions that enable said device to 

3 automatically provide a marker in said content to indicate 

4 where an advertisement should be inserted during playback 

5 of the content . 



1 27. The system of claim 23 wherein said third storage 

2 further stores instructions that enable said device to 
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determine whether an advertisement td be stored was 
previously stored. / 

28. The system of claim 27 A/herein said third storage 
stores instructions to enable said device to maintain a 
list of stored advertisements and compare information about 
a new advertisement to information about advertisements 
listed on said advertisements list. 

29. The system of claim 28 wherein said device only 
stores advertisements that were not previously stored. 

30. The system of? claim 23 wherein said third storage 
stores instructions thdat enable said device to obtain 
information about whuen to update stored advertisements and 
automatically updabe said advertisements in accordance with 
the information. / 

31. The system of claim 23 wherein said third storage 
stores instructions that enable the device to automatically 
update said sycored advertisement. 

32. The system of claim 23 including a connection to 
a television distribution system. 
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33. A method comprising: 

storing an advertisement for playback with 
content ; and / 

determining whether an advertisement to be stored 
was previously stored. 
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The method of c 



about a new advert i semen 
advertisements listed on 



laim 33 including maintaining a 



list of stored advertiser tents and comparing information 



: to information about 
said advertisements list. 
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1 35. The method of /claim 33 including only storing an 

2 advertisement if it was /not previously stored. 



1 36. An article comprising a medium storing 

2 instructions that enable a processor-based system to: 

3 store an adv/ertisement for playback with content; 

4 and 

5 determine whether an advertisement to be stored 

6 was previously stored 



1 37. The article! of claim 36 further storing 

2 instructions that enaple the processor-based system to 

3 maintain a list of st/ored advertisements and compare 

4 information about a hew advertisement to information about 

5 advertisements listsd on said advertisements list. 
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1 38. The article of claim 35 fynrther storing 

2 instructions that enable the processor-based system to only 

3 store an advertisement if it was/not previously stored. 



1 3 9. A system comprising: 

2 a processor-based device; 

3 a first random access storage, coupled to said 

4 processor-based device, to/ store content; 

5 a second randoijc access storage, coupled to said 

6 processor-based device, /to store an advertisement for 

7 playback with content ; y and 

8 a third ranaom access storage, coupled to said 

9 processor-based device, to store instructions to enable 

10 said device to automatically determine whether an 

11 advertisement to pe stored was previously stored. 



1 40. The system of claim 3 9 wherein said device only 

2 stores advertisements that were not previously stored. 
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41. Ti/e system of claim 40 wherein said third storage 
stores inst/ructions that enable the processor-based device 
to maintain a list of stored advertisements and compare 
information about a new advertisement to information about 
advertisements listed on said advertisements list. 
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